
APPENDIX 1
CARLISLE HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Carlisle Highways and Transport Working Group held 
on Thursday, 10 October 2019 at 10.00 am at Cabinet Meeting Room, Cumbria 
House, Botchergate, Carlisle, CA1 1RD

PRESENT:

Mr R Watson (Chair)

Mr J Bell
Mr RW Betton
Mr N Christian

Mr LN Fisher
Mr J Mallinson (Vice-Chair)
Mr C Weber

Also in Attendance:-

Mr K Crawley - Traffic Management Team Leader (East)
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Mr K Poole - City Engineer (Carlisle City Council)
Mr G Scott - Highways Network Manager
Mr A Shields - Parking Manager

(1) Mr P Gray, Health and Wellbeing Project Manager, Carlisle City Council 
attended the meeting for agenda item 5 – Carlisle City Council European 
Regional Development Funding Application (minute 24 refers).

(2) Mr T Allison, local Member for Dalston and Burgh attended the meeting for 
agenda item 8 – A595 Thursby to Peter Lane Proposal to Reduce the Speed 
Limit to 50 mph (minute 30 refers).

21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr S Higgs and Mrs V Tarbitt.

22 MINUTES

(1) The minutes of the meetings of the Working Group held on 10 June and 
7 August 2019 were confirmed as circulated.

(2) With reference to the minutes of the meeting of the Working Group held on 
10 June 2019 officers confirmed that concerns regarding traffic speeding 
issues on the Garlands housing estate in Carlisle would be considered at the 
next CRASH Group.



23 CARLISLE STREET CHARTER AND PARKING ADVICE NOTICE

The Working Group received a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy 
and Infrastructure which sought approval of the Carlisle Street Charter and 
association Parking Advice Notice.

Members were informed that disabled people faced many challenges on a daily 
basis when negotiating busy roads and pavements.  It was explained they included 
parked cars, street and café furniture, street infrastructure, advertising boards, 
pedestrian crossings and waste collection containers.

The Working Group noted that following a blind-fold walk organised by a group of 
blind and partially sighted people and local sight loss organisations it was agreed to 
form a multi-agency group comprising Cumbria County Council, Carlisle City 
Council and Cumbria Constabulary to produce and deliver a Carlisle Street Charter.  
It was explained that with respect to Cumbria County Council the Authority’s Parking 
Services, Traffic Management and Streetworks teams could implement the 
proposals.

Members were informed that the proposed final draft version of the Carlisle Street 
Charter, which had been agreed by the multi-agency group, consolidated the work 
of each partner agency and outlined how they assist the blind and partially sighted, 
other disabled people and the wider community.  It was explained that the Charter 
was a partner agency agreement outlining the collective commitments of each 
partner agency to address the stated issues using the powers available to each of 
them.  

A discussion took place regarding the advertising boards and the problems they 
caused for blind or partially sighted people.  It was explained that regular patrols 
would be undertaken by the Authority’s Civil Enforcement Officers to ensure that 
footways were free from obstruction.  

Members discussed street and café furniture which were a common addition to 
businesses in Carlisle city centre.  Officers confirmed that planning permission for 
this was granted by Carlisle City Council in conjunction with colleagues from the 
County Council.  The Working Group emphasised that public safety was paramount 
when this was being considered.

Officers highlighted there would be a consistent common sense approach 
throughout the area when dealing with issues around advertising boards and street 
furniture.  

The Working Group noted that an advisory Parking Advice Notice, had also been 
developed which it was envisaged would be issued by the County Council’s Civil 
Enforcement Officers and Cumbria Police Officers, in association with the aims of 
the Charter, to deter pavement parking where this was causing an obstruction.



Whilst members welcomed the Charter they suggested that consultation take place 
with the Chamber of Commerce on the proposals before it was implemented.

RECOMMENDED, that 

(1) the Chamber of Commerce be consulted on the 
proposals before implementation;

(2) Local Committee approve the Carlisle Street Charter 
(“the Charter”) (attached at Appendix 1 to the report), in 
relation to the County Council’s specified commitments, 
and the associated Parking Advice Notice (detailed in 
Appendix 2 to report). 

24 CYCLING ROUTES

Members received a verbal update from the Highways Network Manager.

The Working Group was advised that the County Council was continuing to develop 
the Cumbria Cycling Strategy which had been endorsed by the Authority in 2017.  It 
was explained that to take this forward local members and external partners would 
be invited to engage with a number of workshops in late November early 
December 2019 to develop the existing local cycling and walking infrastructure 
plans.

During the course of discussion whilst members acknowledged that cycling should 
be encouraged and promoted a number of concerns were raised regarding the lack 
of funding for ongoing maintenance costs of the routes.  

A discussion took place regarding the existing shared access routes in the Carlisle 
area and the need to replace the white lines.  A suggestion was made to utilise the 
on-street parking service underspend.  The Parking Manager informed members 
that currently the surplus income from on-street parking enforcement had been 
allocated for signs and lines to enable them to be brought up to an enforceable 
standard and, therefore, maximise enforcement activity.  

Members were informed a more detailed discussion would take place at the 
proposed workshops.

RECOMMENDED, that the update be noted.

25 CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL EUROPEAN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FUNDING APPLICATION

The Working Group considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – 
Economy and Infrastructure which advised members of an unsuccessful funding 
application which Carlisle City Council had recently submitted for European 



Regional Development Funding (ERDF) for a range of low carbon initiatives in 
Carlisle.

A discussion took place regarding the importance of low carbon and it was felt 
imperative that active transport options should be taken into account when 
considering new planning applications.  

Members were informed that a revised application which took into account Carlisle 
City Council’s ERDF application may be desirable in the future, therefore, this report 
provided two recommendations aimed at supporting local area planning and the 
County Council Plan and vision for Cumbria.

During the course of discussion concerns were raised regarding the lack of readily 
available schemes for submission with the application.  It was acknowledged that 
work should be undertaken to ensure both authorities were better prepared for any 
future applications.

Members discussed the availability of electric vehicle charging points in the Carlisle 
area.  A query was raised as to the whether the charging points situated in Cumbria 
House car park were available for use by the public during the weekend.  The 
Highways Network Manager agreed to investigate this matter with his colleagues in 
Commercial Investment and Property and report back.

The City Engineer (Carlisle City Council) informed members that they had received 
funding from the Government’s Innovation Fund for the installation of electric vehicle 
charging points in residential areas.  It was explained that 19 locations, owned by 
the City Council, had been identified for the installation of the points.

RECOMMENDED, that 

(1) the report be noted;

(2) cycling infrastructure funding be considered when 
agreeing devolved budgets in the future for both 
capitally funded improvements and any increase in 
revenue funded maintenance activity;

(3) details of Carlisle City Council’s ERDF application (as 
set out in Appendices 1 to 3 inclusive of the report) be 
considered by the Cumbria Cycling Infrastructure 
workshops.

26 TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER PROCEDURE

Members considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure regarding the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) procedure.  



The Working Group was asked to recommend that the current process be changed 
to enable officers to proceed to statutory advertisement and consultation of a TRO, 
after consultation with appropriate local member(s).  It was explained this would 
dispense with the need to obtain firstly a recommendation from Working Group and 
then approval from the Local Committee before being able to commence the 
statutory advertisement and consultation process.

During the course of the discussion it was emphasised to members that the 
requirement for Local Committee to agree that a TRO be brought into force would 
remain in accordance with the Council’s Constitution.

RECOMMENDED, that the current TRO process be changed to enable officers to 
proceed to statutory advertisement and consultation of TROs, 
after consultation with the appropriate local member(s).

27 INTRODUCTION OF TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS (CARLISLE 
SOUTHERN LINK ROAD ONLY)

The Working Group considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – 
Economy and Infrastructure regarding the introduction of Traffic Regulation Orders 
(TROs) for the Carlisle Southern Link Road only.

Members noted that currently the Local Committee had delegated authority to agree 
the making of all TROs (as set out in Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2(g) of the Council’s 
Constitution) more particularly referred to in paragraph 4.1 of the report.

The Working Group was informed that the Carlisle Southern Link Road (CSLR) as a 
project, would potentially require a number of TROs to either implement new or 
change existing restrictions.

The report sought a recommendation from the Highways and Transport Working 
Group that the Local Committee agree that the authority for the making of all TROs 
associated with, and only associated with, the delivery of the CSLR project be 
delegated to the Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure.

RECOMMENDED, that the making of TROs associated with, and only associated 
with, the delivery of the CSLR project, be delegated to the 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure.

28 A595 THURSBY TO PETER LANE PROPOSAL TO REDUCE THE SPEED 
LIMIT TO 50 MPH

The Working Group considered a report by the Acting Executive Director – 
Economy and Infrastructure which detailed the further developments in the proposal 
to reduce the national speed limit to 50mph from Thursby roundabout to Peter Lane 
roundabout.



Members were advised of the outcome of discussions with Allerdale Local 
Committee and the implications for the proposed 50mph limit on the A595.  It further 
recommended that the Working Group recommended that the Local Committees 
resolved to proceed to statutory advertisement and consultation to introduce a 
50mph limit on the A595.

The local Member attended for this item of business and informed the Working 
Group that following his attendance at Allerdale Highways Working Group they had 
reconsidered their original objection and now supported the proposed limit which 
was largely in the Carlisle area.  The cost of the scheme was highlighted and 
officers confirmed that this length of highway formed part of the Connect network, 
therefore, there were contractual fees.

The Working Group discussed the matter and a concern was raised as to whether 
this was feasible and how the speed limit would be enforced.  During the course of 
discussion a suggestion was made for any statistics from the Carlisle Casualty 
Reduction and Safer Highways Group to be made available to members.

RECOMMENDED,

(1) to proceed with the statutory advertisement and 
consultation on the proposed reduction of the speed limit 
to 50mph between the Allerdale/Carlisle district boundary 
and Peter Lane roundabout (as shown on the plan 
attached as Appendix 1 to the report), following the 
resolution of Allerdale Local Committee to proceed with 
the statutory advertisement and consultation of the 
proposed reduction of the speed limit to 50 mph between 
the Allerdale/Carlisle District boundary to a point 
approximately 185m south west of the Nealhouse 
junction (as shown on the plan attached as Appendix 2 to 
the report);

(2) that any representations received will be reported back 
through the Local Committee process for determination.  
However, in the absence of any such unresolved 
representations, the Local Committee agree that the 
restrictions (detailed in paragraph 3.1 of the report, as 
shown on the plan attached as Appendix 1) be brought 
into operation as advertised.

29 2019/20 HIGHWAYS BUDGET/PROGRAMME PROGRESS REPORT

Members considered a report by the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which presented the Highways Revenue, Devolved Capital and Non-
Devolved Capital Budget finance reports, combined with the highways programme 
progress information.



RECOMMENDED, that the following be noted:-

(1) the revenue and capital budget allocations for 2019/20 
and the commitments and expenditure (detailed in 
appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report);

(2) the programme progress information (referred to in 
appendices 1, 2 and 3 of the report);

(3) the Highways Revenue budget has been split for use 
against various budget headings.

30 BARRIER-FREE HIGHWAY NETWORK

The Working Group considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – 
Economy and Infrastructure regarding a barrier-free highway network.  Members 
recalled that in May 2019 the County Council Local Committee for Carlisle agreed to 
review the local strategy for mobility access improvements in response to a query 
relating to how the funding for drop-kerbs was being allocated and if this could be 
improved.

The report detailed the current strategy in use in the area in relation to drop-kerbs 
and the wider issue of how the County Council was working towards a Barrier-Free 
Highway Network.

RECOMMENDED, that the strategy in use for mobility access improvements in 
the Carlisle Local Committee area as part of their review of the 
funding used for drop-kerbs to achieve improved social 
inclusion be noted.

31 REVIEW OF FORWARD PLAN

The Forward Plan was noted and updated as follows:-

(1) Add Borderlands Station Gateway item to the meeting scheduled for 
3 December 2019.

(2) Defer Various Sites – Traffic Regulation Order Amendments: Carlisle 
Variation Order No 56 (Part 2) – Broad Street to the meeting scheduled for 
14 April 2020.

(3) Parking Issues on California Road Update would possibly be deferred.



32 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting of the Working Group would take place on 
Tuesday 3 December 2019 at 10.00 am at Cumbria House, Botchergate, Carlisle.

The meeting ended at 11.15 am


